| mperfections

The way a Persian woman weaves mistakes
into rugs to shield herself from the wrath

of Allah, a poet might leave a falseness
behind, like the name of a mushroom
unknown to mycologists, a fungus so rare

it cannot live outside the poet's mind.

It isn't a question of fearing God,

of marring a pattern to humble oneself,

but the desire to leave a human trace,

as if by naming something non-existent—

a mushroom that flouts the laws of nature,
whose spores give rise to that wakeful space
no other can enter—she might live on.

A thousand purple gills wash up on shore.
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